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A PROCLAMATION 
Againſt Prophaneneſs Do 


ILLIAM by the Orace of God, King of Great-Britan, France 
_ and {[reland, Defender of the Faith; To 


| | Macers of Our 
; Privy Council, Meſſengers at Arms, Our Sheriffs in that Part 
conjunQly and ſeverally, ſpecially Conſtitute, Greeting : FORASMUCH 
as, notwithſtanding of the many good Laws and Ads of Parliament made 

againſt Prophaneneſs, and for the reſtraining and ſuppreſſing of Vice and Im- 

moralities, the ſame do (till abound to the great diſhonour of God, the Re- 

>» proach of the true Proteſtant Religion, and to the Hurt and Prejudice of the 
Peace andGovernment of the Realm 5; And We being reſolved, as.it hath, 
' aIwiſe been Our Care, to have theſe Laws and Atts of Parliament put ro 

due and vigorous Execution 3 And conceaving that the Printing and Pub» 

liſhing of an Abreviat of the ſaids AQts duely colle&ed, and laid together 
for the better Information and Inſtruction of all Onur Judges, Officers and 

. Miniſters of the Law, and alſo of Our other Good Cubjetts, may be.of 

ſpecial Uſe and Advantage, . for their better Obſervation and Executipn, ac- 
cording to their full Tenor and [ntent: THEREFORE, and in Anſwer. 

to an Addreſs preſented to the Lords of Our Privy Council, by.the Cotn- 

miſfioners of the lath General Afembly of rhis. Church for bat.eff*@'; .' We 

with Advice ofthe ſaids Lords of Our Privy. Council, hive thetight fit, and 

| do hereby appoint the Abbreviat and Lift of the'ſaids As, hereto ſubjoyn- | 
ed to be Printed, and duely publiſhed at a!l the: Metcat-Crofles of the Head- 
Brirghs of the Shires, Stewarerico, 'Rcepaliries aud Bailliarics.of this Realm : . 

And farder, that in all time coming, this preſent Proclamation, with the 
. Abbreviat and Lift thereto ſubjoyned, be publickly read twice every Year in 
- all the Paroch Churches and Congregations within this Kingdom, to wit, on 
the firſt Lords Day after each Term of Whitſundey and Martinmaſs yearly af 
ter the Forenoons Sermon, and before the difſolving of theCongregation;zand 
that all Pregbytries be careful to have this Publication conſtach 7 ahd fos 
Jemily made in all Chnrches wichin their Bounds, with fyltable and pertinen 
Exhortations, as they willbe anſwerable ; And.We peremptorly Command 
and Charpe,” allJadpes, Magifir ts and Officers of the Liaw'whatſoever, each 
of them within their Bounds and Juriſdiions, and as they are thereto rel. 
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pectively impowered,to be careful co put the foreſaids Laws above and after- 
mentioned, to due and exact Execution upon their higheſt perril. Follows 
the Lift and Abbreviat of the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs, and for ſuppreſſing 
of Vice and Immorality. Izprimis, AZ 21. Charles (econd, Parliament 
firſt,, Seſſion firſt, Inticuled, AF againſt the Crime of Blaſphemy, that whoſo» _ 
ever not being diſtrated in his Wits, ſhall rail upon, or Curſe GOD, or 
any of the Perſons of the Bl:fled Trinity, ſhall be proceſſed before the Chief + 
Juſtice, and being found Guilty, ſhall be puniſhed with death : As alſo 
whoſoever ſhall deny GOD, or any of the Perſons of the Blifſed Trinity;and . 
obſtinately continue therein, being proceſſed and found Guilty, ſhall be pu- 
niſhed with Death. JItexe, the AG of Our firſt Parliament, Seſſion fifth,cep. 
Eleventh, ratifying the foreſaid A& ; And farder Statuting, that whoever 
- hereafter ſhall in their Writing or Diſcourſe, Deny, [mpugne or 2uarrel, 
Argue or Reaſon againſt the-Beeing of GOD, or any of the Perſons of the 
Blefſed Trinity, or the Authority of the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament, or the Providence ot GOD, in the Government-of the World, 
ſhall for the firſt Fault be puniſhed with /mpriſonment,ay and while they give 
publick SatisfaQion in Sackcloath to the Congregation in which the Scandal 
was committed ; And for the ſecond Fault, the Delinquent ſhall be fined in 
a vears valued &ent of his real Eſtate, and the twenty part of his free perſonal 
Eſtate, the equal half of which Finesco be applyed to the poor of the Pa- 
roch where the Crime ſhall be commitred, and the other half to the Infor- 
mer, beſides his being impriſoned,ay and while he again make SatisfaQtion ag 
above; And for the third Fault, he ſhall be puniſhed by Death, as an ob- 
ſtinat Blaſphemer 3 And all Magiſtrats and Minifters of the Law, and Judges 
in this Kingdom, are Authorized and Required to put this A& in Execution 
as to the firſt Fault, as are all Sheriffs, Stewarts, Baillies of Bailltaries and 
Regalities and their Deputs, and Magiſtrats of Burghs, to put the ſame in 
Execution as the ſecond Fault z Remitting the Execution thereof as to 
the third Fault, to the Lords ofhis Majeſties Juſticiary : Secundo, All Laws 
and Acts of Parliament made againft Curſing and Swearing, as A& £ueen -. 
Mary, parliment fitth, Cap. fixteenth, whereby it is Statute, that whofoever 
Swears abominable Oaths, and deteſtable Execrations, ſhall be puniſhed 
with the pecuniary Muldts, and other pains contaived in the ſaid AR + A& 
© Jameslixth,Parliament ſeventh, cap one hundred and third, ratifying the fore- 
{aid AR,with an Augmentation of the Pains; and that Cenſors be appointed 
in the Mercat place of all Burrows, and other publick Fairs, with Power to 
put theSwearers of abominableOathsin Ward,while they have payed the aids 
Pains, and find Surety to abſtain in time coming, and that by DireQion and 
Commiſhon of the Sheriffs, Stewarts, Baillies, Proyoſts, Baillies of Burrows 
Lords'of Regalities,and other ordinary Officers; And that all Houſe-holders 
late zo the Magiſtrats, the Names of the Tranſgreflors of this preſene AQ 
' within their Houſes, that they may be puniſhed under the pain to beeſteemed 
and puniſhed as Offendersthemſelves; And that if the ſaid Magiſtrats be remiſs 
or negligent in the Execution ofthis AQ, they ſhall upon Complaint be called 
before us, and our Privy Counci), and committed to Ward during pleaſure, 
and find Surety under great Pains, at our fight, for that exa& Diligencein 
executing the ſaid AQ thereafter, AS Charles. 24. Parl. 1. Sefſion firſt, Cap. 
nineteenth, ratifying and approving all As of Parliament againſt all manner 
of Curfing and Swearing- And farder declaring, that each perſon who 
ſhall Blaſpheme, Swear or Curſe, ſhal be lyable'ia the pains followings aq6Þ 
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Nobleman in twenty pound /cots, each Baron in twenty Merks, each Gentle- - 


man, Heretor or Burgeſs in ten Merks, each Yeoman in fourty ſhilling ſcots, 
each Servant in twenity Shilling zotzes quoties, each Miniſtet in tte fitth part of 
his years Stipend, and 1t the party Offender be nor able to pay the Penalties 
foreſa1d, then ro be exampl ry puniſhed in his Body, according to the Merit 
of his Fault: And this A& is again Ratified, Charles ſecond, Parliament 
ſecond, Seſſion Third, Cap. twenty two, which contains a dittin& and 
particular Method, how and by whom, it ſhall be execute. Tert:o, All 
Laws and Acts of Parliament for Obſervation of the Sabbath or Lords Day, 


As Att James fixth, Parliament ſixth, Cap ſeventy one 3 That there be no - 


Mercats nor Fairs holden upon the Sabbat!.-day, nor yet within. the Kirk 
or Kirk-yards that day, or any other day; and that no Handy- Labour 
be n{ed uron the Sabbath-Day, under the pain of Ten ſhilling Scors ; and 
that no Gaming, Playing, paſſing to Taverns and Ale Houſes, or {elltng 
of Meat or Deink, or wiltul remaining from the Paroch kirk in time of 
Sermon, or Prayers, upon the Sabbath-Day be ufed, under the pains of 
| Twenty ſhilling Scots, and who refuſe, or are unable to pay tie ſaids pains, 
ſhall be pur and holden in the Stocks, or ſuch other Ingyne deviſed for pub- 
lick puniſhment by the ſpace of Twenty Four Hours z; And this A as to the 
diſcharging of Fairs and Mercats holden on Sabbath-days, Ratifyed James the 
Sixth, Parliament Thirteenth, Cap one hundred and fifty nine, and again Rar 
tified againſt theſe who prophane +he Sabbath Day, by Selling or prelenting 
Goods tobe fold upon the faid day,and the pain of the Third Tranſgreſſion, 
declared ro be Eſcheat of their haill Goods and puniſhment of their Perſonsat 
Our Will ; James ſixth, Parliament Fourteenth,cap.one hundred and ninety 
eight. tem, Acteighteenth Charles ſecond, rariiament firſt, Intituled, AF for 
the dne Obſarvation of the Sabbath- Day, Ratifying and Approving all former 


Acts of Parliament made for Obſervation of the Sabbath-Day, and againſt the 


Breakers thereof, and diſcharging all going of Salt-pans,Milns or Kilns,under 
the pain of twenty pounds ſcots, 'to be payed by the Heretors and Poſſeſſors 
thereof ; and all Salmond-fiſhing, hyring of Shearers,carrying of Loads, keep= 
ing of Mercats,or uſing of Merchandize on the ſaid Day, and all other pros 

phanations thereof,under the pain of Ten pounds ſcots,the one half whereof 
to bepayed by the ſaid Fiſher, and Shearer hyred, and tie other half by the 
perſons hyring, and it rhe Offender be not able to pay the ſaids penalties, that 
he be examplary puniſhed in his Body, according to the Merit of his Fault 
and this A& ratified Charles 24. Parliament ſecond, Seflion third, cap.twenty 
two. ®uarto, The AR Charles ſecond, Parliament firſt, Seſſion firſt, Cap. 


twenty, Intitule!, A& ageinſt Curſing and Beating of Parents, whereby it is 


Statute, that whoſoever Son or Daughter above the age of ſixteen years, not 
being diftracted, ſhall beat or Curſe either their Father or Mother, ſhall be 
put fo death withofir Mercy, and fuch as are within the age of fvteen years, 
and paſt the age of pupillarity, to be puniſhed at the Arbitrimenc of the 
Judge,- according to their deſerving. £2xinto, All Acts againſt Drunkards 
and exceſſive Drinking, ſuch as the At James Sixth, Parliament twenty two, 
Cap: twenty, whereby it is Statute, That all perſons convict of Druukenneſs, 
or.of Haunting of Taverns and Ale-Houſes after Ten Honors at Night, or 


any time of the Day, except in the time of Travel, or for ordinary Refreſh- 


ment, ſhall for the firſt Fault pay Three pounds, or it unable, or refuſing, be 
purin Joggsor priſon for the ſpace of fix Hours; For the ſecond Fault five 
pounds, or if unable,or refuſing, to be keept in Stocks or priſon for the ſpace 
of twelve Hours z And forthe Fee Faulc, to pay Ten pounds, or —_ 
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foreſaid to keeped inStocks or Priſon for the ſpace of twenty four Hours: if 
they tranſgreſs thereafter, to be. committed to Priſon till they find Caution / | 


for their good Behaviour. Item, the AQ Ch. 24. Parl. 1. Sefſ, 1.cop. 19, Ra- 


tifying all former AGs againſt the Crime of exceſſive Drinking,Declaring, * That 


©wholoever ſhall drink unts Exceſs, ſhall be lyable, each Noblewar in 20 


© lib. ſcots, each Baron in 20 Merks, each Qentleman, Heretor or Burgeſs in 
* 10 Merks, each Teomar in 40 ſhilling, each Servant in 20 ſhilling ſeots, to- 
© ies quoties 3 each Minifter in the fifth part of his yearly Stipend, and thar. 
*the Offender unable to pay the toreſaids Penalties,to be examplary puniſhed 
* in his Body, according to the merit of his Fault. Sexto. The Laws and 
Ads of Parliament made againſt Adulterers, as 2, Mary. Parl. 5. cap. 20. 
whereby it is Statute, © That manifeſt and incorrigible Adultries after the 
*proces of Haly-kirk, ſwafar as the ſamen may extend is uſed upon them, for 
*their Diſobedience and Contemption, bedenunced Rebels and pur to the 
© Horn, and all their Moveable inbrought as Eſcheat,and no Appellation in- 
* terponed frae the ſaid Cenſures of Haly-kirk to ſuſpend the Horning. A& 
©. Mary, Parl. 9, cap. 74 *© That all notour and manifeſt, Committers of 
* Adultrey be puniſhed with all rigor unto the death, as well the Woman as 
© the Man, after due Monition made to obfſtain frae the ſaid nottour Crime, 
© 2nd that for other Adultrey the As and Laws made thereupon off before 
© be put to Execution with all rigor. And the A@ Ja. 6. Parl. 7. cap. 105. 
whereby it is declared, © That it ſhall be judged nottour and manifeſt Adul. 
* try wordie of the pain ot death, whoever has Bairns one or moe procreat 
© betwixt the perſons Adulters, or when they keep Company 1n Bed together 
* notoriouſly known, or when they are ſuſpect of Adultery,and duely admo- 
© niſhed by the Kirk, to abſtain and ſatisfie the Kirk by Repentance and Pur- 
* gation, yet contemptuouſly refuſing, are Excommunicat for their Obſtinacy. 
Septimo. All Laws and Adts of Parliament made againſt Fornication, as AF 
Ja.6. Parl. 1.cap. 13, Statuting, ©* That who ſhall commit the filthy Vice of 
© Fornication, ſhall for the firſt Fault,as well the Man as the Woman, pay the 
© Sttm of Fourty pounds,or then both he and ſhe ſhall be impriſoned for the 
«© ſpace of eight days,their Food to be Bread and ſmall Drink, and thereafter 
© preſented to the Mercat-place of the Town or Paroch bare-headed, ſhal there 
ſtand faſtned, that they may not remove for the ſpace of two Hours ; For the 


*ſecond Fault, th: Sum ofone hundred Merks, or then the forenamed days 


© of their Impriſonment ſhall be doubled, their Food to be Bread. and Water 
* alannerly,and thereafter ſhall be preſented tothe Mercat-place,and the Heads 
* of both the Man and the Woman to be Shaven, And for the third Fault, 
one hundred Pounds, or elſe the above Impriſonment to be Triplyed, their 
Food to be Bread and Water allennarly ; And thereafter to. be taken to 
the deepeſt and foaleſt Pool of Water of the Town or Paroch, and there to 


be thrice Doucked; and then Baniſhed the ſaid Townand Paroch for ever, 
and how oft any peclen fliall be Conyitt thereafter of che iaid Vice of For- 


nication, that ſo oft the third Penalty be execute upon them. Tem, The 


AR Charles ſecond, Parliament firſt, Seſſion firſt, Cap. Thirty Eight, Im- 
powering the Juſtices of Peace to put in Execution Atts of Parliament, for 
puniſhing the perſons Guilty of Fornication, and that they cauſe chem pay 
the pecunial Sum following : Each Nobleman for the firſt Fault, Four 
hundred Pounds 3 Each Barron Two hundred Pounds. Each other Gentle- 
man or Burgeſs,one hundred Pounds. Every other perſon of inferior @uality 
Ten Pounds Scots Money, and that theſe Penalties be doubled #oties quities, 


according to the Relapſes, and Degraesof the Offence, and Quality of the 
Offenders 3 'And that they be payed not only by the Man, but alſo by the Wos 
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man according to her Quality, and the Degree of her Offence, the one with- 
_ out prejudice of the other. [zew, the ſaid AR Charles: ſecond, Parliament 
firſt, Seſſion firſt, Cap: thirty eight, Statutes 3 That the Juſtices of Peace pus 
in execution all Ads of Parliament for puniſhing all perſons who: ſhall be 
| Mockersor Reproachers of Piety, or the exerciſe thereof, and cauſe them pay 
- the Penalties contained in the forementioned Act of Parliament, againſt pro- 
. Phane Swearing. Ttemz, the Act of our firſt Parliament, Seſſion fifth, C ap: 
Thirteenth, Intituled, AF againſt Prophanengſs, ſtrifly requiring and en-. 
Joyning, that all Sheriffs and their Deputs, Stewarts and their Deputs,Baillies - 
of Biilliaries and Regalities, and their Deputs, Magiſtrats of Burghs-Royal 
and*7uſtices of Peace within whole bounds any of the aids Sins of Curſing, 
| Swearing, Drunkenneſs, Fornication, Prophanation of the Lords 'Day,and 
Mocking and Reproaching of Religion ſhall happen to. be committed,to put 
the (aids Aﬀs to exatt and punctual Execution ar all times, without neceſlity 
of any Diſpenſation, and againſt all perſons, whether Officers, Souldiers or 0- 
thers without Exception 3 Certifying, that ſuch of the fſaids Jadges as ſhall 
. refuſe, negle&, or delay to put the Laws madeagainfſt the ſaid Sins in Exegu- 
_ tion, upon application of any;Miniſter or Kirk-Sefſion, or any perſon in 
" their Name offering Information, and ſufficient Probation, ſhall tories quoties 
be ſubject and lyable to a Fine of an hundrgd pounds Scots, for which they 
may be purſued at the inſtance of the Agent for the Kirk, or Miniſter of the 
Paroch by ſummar Proc:{s, without the Order of the Roll. Items, The twens 
ty one AC of the 2d: Seſſion of the current Parliament, dated the nineteenth 
of Fulz one thouſand fix hundred ninety, Iotituled, AG anent murdering of 


___ Children, whereby-it is Starate, * That if any Woman ſhall conceal her be- 


< ing with Child during the whole ſpace, and {hall not call for, and make viſe 


. + -* of Help and Aſſiſtance inthe Birth, the Child being found dead or amiſſing, 


- © the Mother ſhall be holden and repute the Murderer of her own Child, tho' 
© there be no appearance of Bruiſe or Wound upon the Body of the Child: 
All which Ads above-mentioned, are hereby ardered to be publiſhed only for - 
ſaperabundance, and the better Information of our Leidges, without the 
lexſt derogation to other Ats or Laws not publiſhed in this matter. OUR. - 
WILL IS HEREFORE, and we charge you ſtrictly and Command, that in- 
continent theſe our Letters ſeen, ye paſs to the Mercat-Croſs of &dinbargh, 
and to the remanent Mercat-croſles of the Head-burghs of the ſeveral Shires & 
Stewartries within this Kingdom, and in Our Name and Authority make pub- 
licatian bereof, that none may pretend -Ignorance 3 And We Ordain Our 
colicitor to diſpatch Copies hereof, to the Sheriffs of the ſeveraP Shires, and 
Stewarts of Stewartries-and their Deputs or Clerks, to be by them publiſhed 
at the Mercat-croſſes of the Head-burghs upon Receipt thereof, and imme- 
diatly ſent to the ſeveral Miniſters, tothe effect the ſame may be read and in- 
timat at their Paroch Chutches, upon the Lords Day immediatly foijowing 
the Publication hereof at the ſaids Mercat-crofles. And Ordains theſe pre- 
ſ-nts to be Printed and Publiſhed in manner foreſaid. = 
Given under Our Sienet at Edinburgh the twenty fifth day of January, and of 
ir Rei ninth Year 1699. + 
Our Regs = | | : a Per 4Fum Dominorum Secreti Concihi. 


GILB. ELIOT. Clr.'Sti« Conciliz. 
Mtn __ -» GOD ſave the King. : 
Edipburgh, Printed by the Heirs and Succeflors of A ndrew Anderſon, Printer 
to his moſt Excellent Majeſty, 40. Dozr. 1698, *' 


